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on Mr. Thomas’s Paper, ‘‘ Professor Dziatzko on the British Museum ” 
—Library Notes—Catalogues and Reports—Notices of Bibliographies—Notes 
and Queries—Correspondence. 

Four extra pages are issued wilh the present number of Monruty Nores, 
making Twenty altogether. Nevertheless, a good deal of interesting matter, which 
as already in type, must stand over for the neat number, 


Tue next Monthly Meeting of the Association’ will be held at the 
London Institution, Finsbury Circus, on Friday, April 7, 1882, at 
8 p.m., when the adjourned debate on Mr. Ernest C. Thomas’s 
Paper, entitled ‘‘ Professor Dziatzko on the British Museum,” will 
be taken. A Paper will also be read by Mr. Andrew Taylor, 
Treasurer of the Edinburgh Select Subscription Library, entitled 
** Present Day Limits to Public Subscription Libraries.” 


The following additional corrections should be made in the List 
of Members issued with the January number of Monruty Nores : 

Mr. Wynne E. Baxter should be described as a Life Member ; 
Mr. W. H. Greenough, of Stockport, should be Mr. W. H. Green- 
hough ; Mr. C. Wall should be described as a Member of the Free 
Library Committee, Wigan ; Mr. Andrew Taylor is now Treasurer, 
and not President, of the Select Subscription Library, Edinburgh. 


MARCH MONTHLY MEETING. 


Tue Sixth Monthly Meeting of the Fifth Year of the Association 
was held at the London Institution on Friday, March 3rd, at 8 p.m., 
Mr. Cornetius Watrorp, V.P., in the chair. 

The minutes of the last Meeting having been read and con- 
firmed, the following New Members were announced as having 
joined the Association: Rev. Henry Edward Maddock, M.A., 
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Senio* Kellow and Librarian of Clare College, Cambridge, reported 
by the Rev. S. S. Lewis, Local Secretary for Cambridge ; and Mr. 
Courcillor James Needham, Chairman of the Public Free Library 
Committee, Stockport, reported by Mr. W. H. Greenhough. 

The following resolution was proposed and seconded by Mr. 
H. R. Tedder and Mr. Henry Stevens, and unanimously carried :— 

“That this meeting offers its hearty congratulations and best, 
wishes for a long and distinguished career to Mr. HK. B. Nicholson, 
on the occasion of his recent election to the Librarianship of the 
Bodleian.” 

Mr. Atrrep Corareave exhibited an ingenious contrivance which 
he has recently invented for the purpose of taking down books 
from upper shelves without the use of a ladder. 

The Adjourned Debate on Mr. Ernest C. Thomas’s Paper, en- 
titled 


Proressor Dziarzko on THE British Museum, 


was then taken, when 

Mr. Tuomas read a letter which he had received from Professor 
Dziatzko, who, after remarking that he looked forward with great 
interest to the proposed discussion of his Paper by his colleagues, 
continued : “ One point into which I could not well enter in an 
article intended for the general reader, I should like to lay before 
you. Might not a considerable economy of labour be secured in 
the British Museum, as well as in other large institutions, if the 
public were required to fill up in duplicate the forms of application 
for books? The forms should be so prepared that the upper part 
should serve as the receipt, while the lower part should be the 
counterfoil. The two parts would be separated : the receipt would 
be returned to the reader on handing back his book, while the 
counterfoil would be retained by the officers, and dealt with as 
they now deal with the entries which they make themselves. The 
counterfoils, so long as the corresponding books remained in the 
readers’ hands, would be kept in alphabetical order. On the books 
being returned, this would be noted on the corresponding counter- 
foils, and they might then be preserved in one long alphabetical 
series, or might be arranged according to press-marks, and thus 
important materials would be secured for the history of the use of 
individual books or of whole classes of books. The additional 
trouble thus imposed upon the reader, who might on the average 
have five additional titles to write per diem, would not be serious, 
while the relief to the administration would be considerable.” 

Mr. B. R. Waeattey asked, with regard to the suggestion con- 
tained in the letter just read, why the present single application for 
books could not be used as Prof. Dziatzko suggested. 

Mr. H. R. Tepper expressed regret that none of the officers of 
the British Museum were present. Prof. Dziatzko’s paper was one 
of great importance and was full of friendly yet severe criticism. 
The Museum classification, though it must be admitted to be un- 
scientific, was not very likely to be altered. It was all the more 
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important, therefore, that it should be known that it was not 
generally admitted to be an ideal classification. He agreed that 
a Subject Catalogue was very much wanted at the British Museum. 

Mr. We.cu added his testimony to the need of a Subject 
Catalogue. It might be well to put the classified set of Museum 
slips into the hands of two assistants, who should be accessible 
to readers requiring information as to the books the Museum 
possessed upon particular subjects. 

Mr. Henry Srevens said: I have read with much interest Prof. 
Dziatzko’s paper in the Preussische Jahrbiicher for Oct., 1881, on 
the Library of the British Museum and its Reading-room. The 
article on the whole strikes me as an exceedingly able and judicious 
one, and may, perhaps, be commended, in many respects, as the 
best hitherto written by a foreigner. The Professor, from his 
eminence as a German scholar, and position as-Librarian of the 
University of Breslau, may be expected from his neutral stand- 
point to pronounce an intelligent verdict upon the great National 
Library of England. His opinions, therefore, are to be respected, 
his facts entertained, and his verdict received with tolerance. But 
all these need not prevent their being weighed and sifted with 
loyalty to the great Republic of Letters, to the protection of which 
they are justly entitled. But from whatever point of view they 
were uttered in Germany, it is manifestly fair, I think, to test them 
by the lights, habits, needs and experience of London. Gladly 
bestowing, therefore, much praise on the article as a whole, I 
venture to draw attention to some few of its many points in which 
the statements, comments and opinions of the learned Professor do 
not appear to me to be well-founded in fact. Some of these points 
are, | understand, considered by those most concerned in the 
administration of the national library to be vital, and hence no 
time should be lost in applying the antidote. - 

I am, I know, not a little out of place. I venture, however, on 
this indiscretion myself, instead of leaving the matter to those 
whom it more immediately concerns, first, because none of our 
colleagues from the library of the British Museum are present ; 
and secondly, because, being myself also a foreigner like the Pro- 
fessor, I, an American, may perhaps be regarded a neutral witness 
as much as he, a German. I trust, therefore, to be acquitted both 
of personality and undue partiality. But for obvious reasons it is 
necessary, I am aware, to confine my remarks mainly to Mr. 
Thomas’s abstract of, and comments on, the Professor’s paper as 
read by him at the January meeting of the Library Association, 
and printed in the Monruty Norss, Vol. 3, No. 2, for Feb., 1882. 
This abstract has gone forth to all the librarians of the country. 
The supposed shortcomings of the Reading-room, with those of 
the catalogues and the reference library therein, are treated as 
current evils. They will probably be so regarded unless it can be 
promptly pointed out that there were corresponding shortcomings 
in the learned Professor’s information on which his statements were 
based and his opinions formed. Without further explanation or 
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apology, I venture to take issue with Professor Dziatzko in reference 
to the Library of the British Museum on the following points : 

1. The Professor deplores the want of a strictly systematic 
arrangement of the books on the shelves, and intimates that the 
present Alphabetical Catalogue, though freely accessible to the 
public, is not a good and sufficient compensation for this serious 
defect. On the contrary, I am of opinion that a strictly systematic 
arrangement of the books on the shelves of the British Museum, 
according to the notions of “system” prevalent in the German 
University and other libraries of, say, one to three hundred thousand 
volumes or so, would be a deplorable sacrifice to scholasticism (long 
ago exploded in England), which no Alphabetical or Subject Cata- 
logue could cure or compensate. The German systematic arrange- 
ment implies, in practice, free access to the alcoves or classes by a 
few learned or privileged readers, who have no good and compre- 
hensive catalogue to run to as the readers have in London. They 
almost help themselves to what they can find, when their strictly 
systematic arrangements are not defeated by books lent, or carried 
off, or lost by being placed out of their proper class because 
attached inseparably to other books. Inthe British Museum with 
its four hundred and fifty readers a day, and its million and a quarter 
of old and new books from the earliest to the latest, from every 
nation and in every language; with its current “ works in progress ” 
from all parts of the world, costing nearly £5,000 a year, exclusive 
of binding and cataloguing; with its upwards of 3,000,000 of titles 
(including abundant cross-references), arranged in nearly 3,000 folio 
volumes of the Alphabetical Catalogue, freely accessible to every 
reader ; with innumerable bibliographical helps at the reader’s elbow, 
and with 20,000 selected books of reference surrounding him open 
to freedom of touch ; the whole open nine hours a day in summer 
and eleven in winter ; with above forty attendants to bring, carry, 
explain and guide; and, above all, with a Superintendent, able, 
learned, patient and question-proof, at his back ; 1 say, with all these 
in the British Museum, the adoption of the German “ strictly sys- 
tematic” arrangement of the books on the shelves would probably 
result in ‘strictly systematic ” confusion. Why, Gentlemen, were 
the contents of the library of the British Museum to be classified, 
the very class ‘ Miscellaneous,” that always defies classification, 
would exceed in bulk and importance the whole library of the Uni- 
versity of Breslau. Therefore let it alone I pray, and let it grow in its 
natural proportions. No library in the world is better arranged for 
its purposes, and no library is more securely kept or more easily and 
abundantly used. It is universal in its gatherings, and liberality 
itself in its workings. The Museum arrangement, rough and ready 
as it is, suits Hnglish purposes, and should not be inconsiderately 
tampered with. 

2. Professor Dziatzko “regards as an essential want the entire 
absence in the British Museum of a Subject Catalogue of the printed 
books,” and maintains that ‘‘ to supply this want is one of the most 
pressing duties of the administration.” No one,in this age of 
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indexes, I think, willdeny the importance ofa good Subject Catalogue. 
Tt unquestionably has its merits and its uses, but ina grand national 
library of the size and character of the British Museum it must 
always be subsidiary to a good and full Alphabetical Catalogue. 
Nor can the one be properly constructed until the other is finished. 
The difficulty in the way of an immediate preparation of a trust- 
worthy Subject Catalogue of the library of the British Museum 
amounts, at present, to impossibility. It would require an enormous 
outlay of money, and a new staff of experts to proceed while the 
present staff of cataloguers is completing the Alphabetical Cata- 
logue of the entire library, incorporating the numerous accessions 
of the past thirty years to date. The magnitude of the work is 
such as to preclude any one man’s ability to shuffle the titles into 
subjects without referring to about every third book, and consum- 
ing valuable time ; while if ten experts were to superintend the 
systematizing, probably many books would fall under as many sub- 
jects as there were experts sorting them. But when the great 
Alphabetical Catalogue is completed, all the side catalogues incor- 
porated, with the accessions brought up to date, and the numerous 
long subject headings indexed, and the present staff of efficient and 
experienced cataloguers partially liberated ; and, above all, when the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer has a spare £100,000 for such a Sub- 
ject Catalogue, then, and not till then, may one expect Profexsor 
Dziatzko’s bibliogr: ‘aphical millennium to commence, when readers 
in the Museum will sit down before such a cat: vlogue, and regard it 
as the royal road to study. Meanwhile let the present Alphabetical 
Catalogue be completed, and let us they see if, with all its as yet 
unappreciated conveniences, with the numerous aids in progress and 
in contemplation added, it do not substantially and in effect super- 
sede the coming Subject Catalogue. 

3. The Professor objects to the Museum’s present Alphahetical 
Catalogue, and adds these extraordinary words: “To anyone who 
is merely in search of the works of a particular author, the catalogue 
will supply without difficulty adequate information. But it cannot 
be denied that the catalogue ceases to be a reliable guide as soon 
as we come to the titles of anonymous books or to collective works. 
Then it exhibits the defects which are peculiar to English biblio- 
graphy generally, namely, the intrusion of ‘subject standpoints’ 
into the alphabetical arrangement, the unnecessary and aimless 
sacrifice of the principle of form to that of matter.” 

Surely, the learned Professor is hugely misinformed as to the 
character of the Museum Alphabetical Catalogue, or he is blinded 
by that pedantry of the schools which sacrifices common sense to 
the principles of form and shadow. He cannot have studied it, 
and hence he cannot have comprehended it. It is the growth of 
nearly half a century under fixed and well-digested rules. It is 
as comprehensive and democratic as the alphabet itself. It com- 
prehends all men and things, mental and material, as a good catalogue 
should. It approaches almost near enough to the form of a dictionary 
to render it in many respects better than a Systematic Catalogue. 
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Wherein it falls short in special subjects, classed catalogues and 
bibliographical aids are provided. Its chief merits, I am disposed 
to contend, are the many “ subject standpoints ” or special headings 
‘* intruded ” into the alphabet. These, as far as they go, amount to 
the best kind of Classed Catalogues, for they are special, and indicate 
what (and all of what) may be found inthe Museum. For instance, 
under the heading Bisies are arranged in chronological order, 
under alphabetical sub-headings of languages, all the Bibles and 
parts thereof in the library. No other collection is so large or so 
well catalogued. There are above 16,000 titles, filling 21 folio 
volumes, with an index yolume. Liturgies in all languages and 
services fill 15 volumes, including the index. Other extensive 
headings are Catalogues in 9 volumes, England in 17, France in 18, 
Germany in 2, Great Britain in 7, Great Britain and Ireland in 
16 volumes. Biography amounts to more than a Subject Catalogue : 
it amounts almost to the bibliography of every great personage. 

To verify this statement one needs only to turn to the 
“headings” in the Museum much-abused Alphabetical Catalogue, 
Homer, Horace, Cicero, Suetonius, and ail other classic authors, 
to Mahomet, Dante, Petrarch, Boccaccio, Shakespeare, Cervantes, 
Milton, Arouet de Voltaire, Goethe, Longfellow, Mrs. Stowe, and 
hundreds of other well-known authors, ancient, mediwval, and 
modern, to find a remarkably full bibliography of each, better far 
than in any other general catalogue in existence. When the King 
of Prussia was about to publish the “ Life and Works of Frederick 
the Great,” an application to Mr. Panizzi readily brought out the 
remarkable bibliography of the great Prussian, which proved a 
triumph for his Alphabetical Catalogue. He had only to transcribe 
the main titles and cross-references under FrepERICcK, and again by 
aid of the numerous cross-references look out and copy the main 
titles of his editors, sub-editors, translators, critics, commentators, 
&c. &e., and the work was done. Another remarkable instance of 
the thoroughness of the Museum Catalogue was in the application 
by the late Emperor Napoleon to Mr. Panizzi for a complete 
transcript of the bibliography of Casar. Almost every book and 
edition of and about Cesar and his works was found under that 
single heading. A second triumph for Mr. Panizzi and the over- 
loading cross-references and “ subject standpoints ” “ intruded ” into 
the Museum Alphabetical Catalogue! If any student desires to 
avail himself of bibliographical short cuts made to hand for his 
investigations, let him consult the Museum Catalogues under 
Luther, Colenso, Essays and Reviews, Jews, Jesuits, Benedictines, 
Franciscans, Freemasons, the several States of the American Union, 
Dictionaries, Encyclopedias, London, Paris, Rome, Rome (Church 
of), the names of the great discoverers and voyagers, such as 
Columbus, Vespucci, &c.; he will most likely find himself both 
anticipated and instructed by this “intrusion” of the thousands of 
“subject standpoints” which the Professor is pleased to call the 
“defects which are peculiar to English bibliography generally.” 
When I add that nearly all these long headings or collections are 
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well indexed, | am repeating simply what every reader ought to 
know. It is true the Museum Alphabet does not reach all sub- 
jects, outside of persons and biography, nor does it meddle with 
books not in the library, but if any searcher desires to descend 
from details into particulars he is provided with the Royal Society's 
Catalogue of Scientific Papers, Poole’s Index, and thousands of 
special bibliographical tools requiring only a moderate share of 
brains to make them available. ‘‘ From weaknesses of this kind,” 
adds the Professor, ‘modern French and German catalogues are 
generally free.” There is nothing so difficult to teach as ignorance. 
When, therefore, English and American bibliographers turn their 
backs on the Museum Alphabetical, or the American Dictionary 
Catalogue, I shall believe that they are becoming proficients in the 
French and German systems, long left behind in this country. 

4, The next “ weakness” noticed by the learned Professor is the 
“intrusion” into the alphabet of the standpoint Prrtoptcat 
Pustications. He adds that they are collected under this heading 
“‘ without any cross-reference under the distinguishing word of the 
particular title. The finding of the title sought is made still more 
difficult by the publications of learned societies and ephemerides 
being under separate heads.” 

The Professor must have lost his notes to give so much misinfor- 
mation in so short a paragraph. It is true that the largest collec- 
tion of periodical publications in the world, under whatever name 
issued—reviews, magazines, monthlies, weeklies, annuals, quarter- 
lies, journals, Zeitschriften, &c. &c., in all languages, dates, countries, 
&c.— are collected in their main titles (which are bibliographically 
very full) under the single heading Periodical Publications, and 
arranged alphabetically under the names of the towns or cities 
where published, the said towns also arranged alphabetically. For 
instance, to find the Quarterly Review one has to look under Q 
under London. This subject, or standpoint, or heading, or class, 
Periodical Publications, placed in P in the alphabet, fills fifty 
folio volumes, thirty-eight in the alphabet of places and twelve 
of index. Every periodical is arranged in the grand alphabet as a 
cross-reference, under its proper name and place, referring the 
reader to Periodical Publications. In the index the whole of 
the titles in brief are arranged in one alphabet, each referring to 
the volume and page where is recorded the main title. Hach 
title is therefore entered three times, so that he who reads may run 
to the catalogue and consult it readily. No catalogue of periodicals 
is so perfect as this, and no collection is so comprehensive. The 
Professor’s criticism thus again falls to the ground through want 
of foundation in fact. 

What has been said of the heading Periodical Publications 
may, mutatis mutandis, be also said of the heading AcApDEMIrs, 
where learned societies of all kinds, times, countries, and places are 
collected in their main titles, and arranged after the manner of the 
periodicals, in thirty-two volumes, with five volumes more of the 
index. Besides the index there is, in the general alphabet, a cross- 
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reference under the official or chartered name of the society. I 
know of no arrangement elsewhere comparable to this. Almost the 
same may be said of the heading Kruemeripes, arranged in eight 
volumes. 

5. The proposed “ printing of the Catalogues” is the next point 
on which the Professor seems to have been misinformed. He has 
evidently mixed up the Society of Arts’ scheme of a Universal Cata- 
logue with the actual printing going on of the accessions, parts of 
the MS. Catalogue, and of the English books prior to 1640, I will 
not follow him, but merely say that the first two of these Museum 
schemes for continuing the catalogue and reducing the bulk of it 
by printing, seems to be a step in the right direction, and giving 
satisfaction. The work is rapidly progressing, and its fruits will 
be apparent shortly. As to the matured, perfected and ordered 
scheme of publishing a complete catalogue of all English books in 
the library down to 1640, in three or four demy 8vo volumes, I can 
call to mind no projected bibliographical work of half so much 
importance. All America stands on tiptoe for it, and Canada, 
Australasia, and other English-speaking quarters of the world 
will give it welcome. The terminal point, 1640, is well chosen 
to cover the early printing, early English history and voyages, 
Bibles in all translations, Liturgies, and many other points that 
san better terminate at 1640 than at any other date, prior to the 
great avalanche of pamphlets in the time of the Long Parliament. 

6. The Professor complains that the supply of ‘‘ works in pro- 
gress” and the newest foreign books to readers is occasionally 
defective, and in some cases is considerably behind time. There is 
no doubt some truth in this, if we say only occasionally, but 
less now than four or five years ago. The fault lies partly in the 
old system of permitting readers generally to use only completed 
volumes of works published in parts or numbers; partly in the 
fact that they cannot always be promptly passed and paid for 
(for no book can be used until paid for) ; and partly in the agents 
(1 speak from personal experience). ‘The Parliamentary grant for 
the purchase of books, exclusive of copyright and binding, is only 
£10,000 a year, which sum is generally exhausted in nine or ten 
months. This shows the activity of the purchase department, and 
the rapidity of accessions, cataloguing, binding and placing. Librar- 
ians who spend from £200 to £500 can hardly judge of the 
operation of laying out £10,000 a year, and disposing from day 
to day of the accessions. In this rapid labour it is not to be 
wondered at that occasionally stitches are dropped. The national 
library is still in a transition state, far above any other of its 
magnitude, but still far from faultless. But when the catalogues 
are completed to date, and the facilities for examining, passing, 
paying for, and cataloguing are increased, these faults will, of 
course, diminish. 1 have reason to believe that they are well known 
to the oflicers, and that great efforts are being made to remedy 
them as speedily as possible. 

7. Of the revision of the ‘‘ Reference Library ” of 20,000 volumes 








in the Reading-room andof itsdefects. Professor Dziatzko’s remarks 
hereon are not all well founded. This original collection of reference 
books was brought together under the superintendence of Mr. Rye 
in 1857, when the first separate catalogue of it was printed. The 
collection was hastily made, and possessed at first many known 
and acknowledged faults. From time to time, and constantly, these 
faults were corrected by study and experience. By 1871 the changes 
had become so numerous that a new and revised catalogue was 
printed. From 1871 to the present time not a year has passed 
without many changes (say from 100 to 500 annually) and constant 
improvements, to the extent now of about one half the titles. Many 
unimportant, superseded, and less used books have given place to 
their betters, until at present this Reference Library is believed 
to be as perfect and comprehensive as more than twenty years of 
competent experience could make it. The capacity of the shelves 
for use by readers is limited to about 20,000 volumes. The officer 
who has the responsibility of this collection on his hands ought to 
know by this time that, by the law of progress, the perfection of to- 
day may be the incompleteness of to-morrow ; hence the necessity 
of inserting new works of reference as they appear; which is 
constantly done. 

To some of the Professor’s particular objections general ones may 
be made. For instance, there is not room for the forty-volume 
edition of Goethe’s works, so the five-volume Paris edition is used, 
the same one that is found in the reference library of the Biblio- 
théque Nationale of Paris. Nor is there room for the best editions 
of Ranke, Lessiug, and other eminent German authors, but all these 
works are found in the catalogue and may be written for. De Vit’s 
and Corradini’s editions of Forcellini are both in the library, but 
both are still incomplete, and the substitution of Pauly’s new edition 
of Volume 1 of his “ Realeneyklopiidie” would render both editions 
in this catalogue incomplete. eil’s ‘Grammatici Latini” had 
been ordered before the Professor’s paper was printed, and Reifer- 
scheid’s Suetonius is now, I understand, in the library, owing pro- 
bably to the Professor’s valuable suggestion. But as to the general 
deficiency of the library of the Museum in the extensive department 
of Classical Philology, especially that portion of it published within 
the last ten years, I understand that a pretty extensive comparison 
with Engelmann’s “ Bibliotheca Classica” of 1880 shows that the 
statement is not borne out in fact. 

8. Of the supplemental helps and biographical tools recently 
added to the Reading-room, and described in Mr. Porter's prelimi- 
nary printed list of them, Prof. Dziatzko thinks them (valuable as 
they are) an inadequate substitute for a Subject Catalogue. But 
from what I have already said, these helps, as supplemental to the 
grand Alphabetical Catalogue, not only give tle national library 
of England a pre-eminence over all the large libraries for freedom 
and rapidity of research, but form the only existing stepping-stone 
to the compilation of a great international Subject Catalogue. 
The magnitude of such a work is almost beyond comprehension, 
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but I am not at all disposed to underrate its value when it can be 
ti] completed. Meanwhile, let us wish Mr. Porter good speed in his 


H! undertaking, which is young yet, but healthy, and growing stronger 
| every day. With these constant efforts both the Museum and the 
i{| Reference Library should be credited; and let us not forget that, in 


the rapid progress of things in London, the printed catalogue of 1871 

must not be quoted to- -day as representing the present. Reference 
it! Library in the Reading-room of the British Museum. 
A) | 9. Of the new or supplemental Reading-room for newspapers, 
H periodicals, &c., intended to be built, and the new select library of 
| some 40,000 volumes brought together in the galleries of the Reading- 
room for use of readers by electric light, or after the rest of the 
Ht library is closed, with a printed catalogue thereof. This newspaper 
i) reading-room is partly intended to relieve the great circular room, 
i About one hundred volumes of newspapers, old and new, are called 
for daily, and being generally large volumes, will no doubt greatly 
I relieve the pressure. It is not unlikely also that certain selected 
periodicals, translations, and other works in progress, in parts, will 
be available here immediately on their receipt, instead of waiting 
till volumes are completed and bound. 

10. Of the Professor’s new scheme for statistics and record, that 
each reader, in ordering books from the catalogue, should hand in 
duplicate slips or orders. Contrasted with Mr. Panizzi’s Registers 
of thirty-five years’ standing, this scheme strikes me as clumsy in 
comparison with the compact and methodical Registers long in use, 
which recorded every book sent to the Reading-room since 1845, 
the press-mark, the name of the reader, the name of the book, the 
date of delivery, the name of the attendant who brought it, and 
the date of the return of the book to the shelves. No safeguard 
so perfect as this. 

11. The Professor’s fling at the late Mr. Winter Jones and his 
devotion to routine falls short. Mr. Jones was by no means a man 
of mere routine, and always encouraged the prosecution of special 
| studies among the members of his staff. 

12. Note on the absence of the British Museum members of the 
Library Association since these discussions began. When one calls 
to mind how active and energetic has been the Principal Librarian 
in his endeavours to render the Museum open, useful, and used— 
especially the Reading-room and its facilities ; how the Keeper of 
the Printed Books (who was long Superintendent of the Reading- 
room, and knows well its wants) endeavours, under all circum- 
stances, to show that the service of the public in the Reading-room 
is the first care of himself and the numerous staff under him ; how 
well the first Assistant Keeper of the Printed Books, one of whose 
charges is the keeping up and improving of the Reference Library 

bibliography, indexes, and other study-tools, has performed his 
i! duty, and how much he has of late improved these facilities; and 
how well the present learned and patient Superintendent of the 
Reading-room fills his responsible office: I say, when one secs all 
these, and knows how vital all their combined efforts are to the 
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complete success of our great national library, one cannot help 
thinking that their absence from our meetings is to justly avoid 
discussing their own efforts. 

Finally, Gentlemen, what I leave unsaid, I respectfully leave to 
your discretion. The Library of the British Museum needs no 
defence. There it stands, the pride of Kngland and the honour of 
civilization. It matters little what we say of it here, or what they 
say of it abroad; but, after these dozen rounds, I ought to endeavour 
to reach a point of impact, and venture, therefore, to ask you to vote 
on the following resolution, up to which | have been speaking :— 

Resolved,—* That the objections in Professor Dziatzko’s paper on 
the British Museum, as set forth in Mr. Thomas’s excerpts and 
comments, chiefly on the shortcomings of the Reading-room, printed 
in the Monruty Noves of the Library Association of the United 
Kingdom for February, 1882, are, the principal part of them, not 
well founded on fact.” 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Wetcu. 

Mr. E. C. Tuomas expressed his surprise that Mr. Stevens, who 
had been present at the reading of the paper, and who had then 
acquiesced in the propriety of printing it in the Monruty Norks, 
should have come down to this meeting with a resolution which 
seemed to impeach the course that had been taken in publishing 
the paper. If the motion was to be persisted in, he should feel 
bound to oppose it on his own behalf, as well as on that of Professor 
Dziatzko. As he considered it desirable that members should have 
the same full opportunity of considering Mr. Stevens’s remarks gs 
had been afforded them in the case of the Professor’s criticism, he 
hoped that some one would move an adjournment of the discussion. 

After some conversation, this course was agreed to, and the 
discussion was further adjourned. 

The meeting then terminated. 


LIBRARY NOTES. 


BirmincHaM.—The Free Libraries Committee have issued a 
“ Preliminary List of Bibliography in the New Reference Library, 
Birmingham, 1881-2,” (8vo, 16 pp.), and have asked those persons 
to whom the list is sent to suggest such additions as they think 
desirable. We have no doubt that the Committee would be still 
more gratified if the suggestions were accompanied by a gift of 
the suggested additions to the Library. 

Devonrort Free Pusric Lisrary.—The formal opening of this 
Library took place on Monday, February 6th, by the Mayor and 
Corporation, in the presence of a large number of the townspeople. 
Amongst those present, and taking part in the proceedings, were 
the Lord of the Manor (Sir John St. Aubyn, Bart., M.P.), the 
Port Admiral, the Mayor of Plymouth (Mr. C. F.*Burnard), Mr. 
R. C. Serpell (the originator of the Free Library at Plymouth), 
Professor F. KE. Anthony (Chairman of the Plymouth School 
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Board), Mr. W. H. K. Wright (Public Librarian, Plymouth), and 
several members of the Plymouth Free Library Committee. The 
Institution is located in a building which was erected for, and has 
been for many years used as, a Mechanics’ Institute. It is spacious 
and well adapted for its present requirements. On the ground 
floor a fine snite of rooms has been devoted to the News and 
Magazine Department, and on the upper floor the old lecture-hall 
has been turned into a Lending and Reference Library, combined 
with the usual accessories. ‘The stock of books is at present small, 
consisting chiefly of the old Mechanics’ Institute Library, with some 
slight accessions. This defect will, doubtless, soon be remedied, as 
Sir John St. Aubyn generously gave £100 for the purchase of books, 
at the opening meeting, an example which is being followed by some 
of the leading townsmen. The Librarian is Mr. T. Lakin, The 
Library Committee of the Town Council have had the assistance of 
Mr. Wright’s knowledge and experience in connection with the 
Plymouth Library. The whole of the arrangements of the internal 
economy of the building have been carried out under the advice 
of Mr. Wright and the borough surveyor, Mr. Burns, and the re- 
sult is eminently satisfactory. The Council have purchased the 
Mechanics’ Institute building and contents, for a sum of £2,500. 

Doncaster.—In consequence of a letter recently addressed to a 
local paper by Mr. Ballinger, in which he asked for copies of the 
pamphlets published by the late Mr. William Sheardown on the 
history of the town, copies of forty-seven out of the fifty-one 
pamphlets published by Mr. Sheardown have been presented to the 
Library, and Mr. Ballinger hopes yet to secure the others. Several 
other local books have been presented since the letter appeared, 
and the collection of local literature is becoming very interesting. 

Epinpurcu.— Since the failure of the recent Free Library agita- 
tion in Kdinburgh, a scheme for establishing district subscription 
libraries at a low subscription, suggested as an alternative by Mr. 
Andrew Taylor, of Edinburgh, has not been in abeyance. The 
Morningside Atheneum has recently started with 500 members. 
It is on the model of the Philosophical Institution and the Literary 
Institute. Its home is the old United Presbyterian Church, vacated 
by the congregation in November last, which was obtained for 
£2,000, It is also proposed to establish a similar institution for 
Stockbridge. 

Liverroot.—At the Liverpool Public Library there is a regular 
fortnightly meeting of the staff on a Friday afternoon, when the 
Library is closed for cleaning. purposes. At these meetings each 
member of the senior staff reads a paper, in turn, on some subject 
of literature or library management. Mr. Cowell reports that the 
plan has been attended with the best results. Each of the eight 
or nine who form the circle tries to contribute something to 
the oe which generally follows the reading of the paper, 
and the meetings appear to prove very agreeable to everybody con- 
cerned, oe sia icy sititiad 

On the 6th of March, Mr. Peter Cowell, Librarian of the Free 
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Public Library, Liverpool, delivered a lecture entitled ‘“ Gleanings 
from the Local Collection of Books and Drawings in the Liverpool 
Free Public Library.” 

Lonpon: Lampera.—Mr. 8. W. Kershaw, Librarian of Lambeth 
Palace Library, is engaged upon a history of the collection under 
his charge. 

Lonpon Instrrution.—Candidates for the vacant librarianship 
of the London Institution may be reminded that applications must 
be sent in before March 20th. 

Mancuester.—The Campfield Lending Library, which was closed 
in 1877, when the unsafe condition of the building rendered it ne- 
cessary to remove the Reference Library to King Street, will be 
re-opened, in the course of a week or two, in a new building erected 
at the corner of Liverpool Road. 

Norrivauam.—The Society of Friends have presented 40 volumes 
of works explanatory of their tenets to the Free Public Reference 
Library at Nottingham. 

Mr. J. T. Radford, one of Mr. Briscoe’s senior assistants at the 
Nottingham Free Public Library, has recently been appointed Sub- 
Librarian at the Mechanics’ Institution of that town. 

Piymovra.—Mr, 8. C. Hall, F.S.A., for so many years editor of 
the Art Journal, has intimated to Mr. W. H. K. Wright his intention 
to bequeath the major part of his valuable library to that insti- 
tution, it being the most largely-used library in the county of Devon, 
of which Mr. Hall is a most enthusiastic son. We sincerely trust 
that Mr. Hall may long be spared to enjoy his books and to give 
delight to those who read his own works ; but when the time comes 
when he must leave them, it will be a satisfaction to him to feel 
that he has conferred a great and lasting boon upon a large com- 
munity. We commend Mr. Hall’s example to others. The Plymouth 
Library was enriched some time since by the acquisition of the 
greater portion of the library of the late lamented Mr. J. K. Spender. 

Rocupate.—The Circulating and Reference Library of the 
Equitable Pioneers’ Society, Limited, contained, at the last stock- 
taking, a total of 15,035 volumes. The issues from the Central 
Circulating Library for the year were 45,317 volumes. There 
are seventeen branch reference libraries and one branch lending 
library. 

TWwiIcKENHAM.—The ratepayers of Twickenham decided, at the 
poll taken by means of voting papers, on the 25th of February, to 
adopt the Public Libraries Acts, by a majority of 676. The numbers 
were, for the adoption, 985; against, 309. Thus Kingston, Rich- 
mond, and T'wickenham will be three examples, close fo London, of 
the adoption of the Acts. 





The new Free Libraries Bill, introduced by Messrs. Hopwood, 
Birley, Rathbone and Slagg, and ordered by the House of Com- 
mons to be printed February 10th, 1882, is based upon the Bill 
brought in by Sir John Lubbock during last session. Besides the 




















SEERA RRR NS 





38 


various alterations agreed to by Sir J. Lubbock last year upon the 
representation of different members of our Association, the chief 
novelties in the new Bill consist of the clause giving power to adopt 
the Act to the local authority of any borongh or local board district, 
as well as to the ratepayers meeting as before, and of that which in- 
creases the limit of the rate to 2d. in the pound, In the same way the 
various vestries and district boards of the metropolis (with the excep- 
tion of the City of London) are to have the power of adopting the Act. 
It may be added that the bill has been “ blocked” by Mr. Warton 
and Mr. Yorke. The Mayor of Manchester has issued a circular, 
urging municipal authorities to petition the House of Commons in 
favour of the Bill. 

The various libraries of Harvard University now contain 259,000 
volumes and 216,000 pamphlets. 

Mr. Enoch Pratt, of Baltimore (U.S.), has offered a million 
dollars for the endowment of a free library for that city, provided 
the local authorities will agree to vote 20,000 dollars yearly for its 
maintenance. 

In the March number of Macmillan’s Magazine appears an 
article on the Melbourne Public Library, written by Mr. H. 
Mortimer Franklyn. The writer simply repeats the well-known 
facts familiar to our members, 

Mr. Ballinger writes to us to point out that Mr. Pink’s plan of 
circulars as employed at Cambridge, although akin to that devised 
at Doncaster, differs in one or two important points. Mr. Ballinger 
sends not merely a circular calling attention to the advantages 
offered by the library, but also a voucher. At Doncaster, more- 
over, the circular is not a mere general notice to all whom it may 
concern, but is addressed to the head of the family in each house. 


LIBRARY CATALOGUES AND REPORTS. 


Catalogue of Ancient Manuscripts in the British Museum. Part I. 
Greek. Prepared by E. Maunde Thompson and G. F. Warner. 
London, 1881. Folio, pp. 25 and 20, autotype plates. Price £1. 
In this new catalogue it is proposed to give a detailed account, with facsimiles, 

of Greek and Latin MSS., in order to illustrate the subject of palwography, 

generally of a date earlier than the ninth century. 


Manchester. Catalogue of the Books in the Manchester Public 
Free Library. Reference Department. Index of Names and 
Subjects. Manchester, 1881. 8vo, pp. vi.-614. 

This volume completes the catalogue of the Manchester Free Reference Library 
to the close of the year 1879, and forms an author and subject index to the two 
volumes previously issued, thus supplying a complete and convenient guide to 
the whole contents of the library. By the use of small but clear type ninety- 
eight lines are contained in each of the two columns on the page. The entries 
are compressed into one line, and the volume contains altogether over 121,000 
entries. The work has occupied over two years in printing alone, Mr. Sutton 
is to he congratulated upon the completion of his laborious task, no less than 
upon the manner in which it has been performed. 
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The Birmingham Library. Annual Meeting. Report and Pro- 
ceedings, January 25th, 1882. La. 8vo, pp. 8 and wrapper. 

The Committee report that the affairs of the Library are in a satisfactory con- 
dition. The total amount of the Subscription List at the end of 1881 was 
£1,629 5s., of which over £1,591 was actually received. ‘The sum spent upon 
books, newspapers, and binding was £742 5s. 5d. The Committee announce 
that they have under consideration the crowded state of the Library and the need 
of increased accommodation, 


Doncaster. Twelfth Annual Report of the Borough Free Library 

Committee. 1881. 8vo, pp. 10. 

The issues for the year from the Lending Library were 50,864 volumes to 
34,518 readers. Of these volumes 26,489 consisted of fiction, which is below 
rather than above the average of fiction issues in Free Public Libraries generally, 
although the Committee express their regret that the proportion is not less. 
The rate produces £371. 


Manchester. Twenty-ninth Annual Report to the Council of the 
City of Manchester on the Working of the Public Free Libra- 
ries, L88U-81. 1881. 8vo, pp. 30. 

The number of volumes issued has reached 971,337, of which 203,194 were 
issued at the Central Reference Library, and 768,143 at the-branches. These 
numbers do not include the use of newspapers and periodicals. The average 
number of persons using all departments of the Libraries has been 7,797 per day. 
An increased use has been made of the Libraries on Sundays. The total 
number ef volumes in the Libraries reached 155,385. The Report contains no in- 
formation as to the income or expenditure of the Libraries. 


Sheffield. Twenty-fifth Annual Report of the Committee of the 

Free Public Libraries and Museum. 1881. 8vo, pp. 19. 

The Museum has absorbed a large proportion of the income from the rate, 
but for which additional branches might have been added. At present there 
are three branches. The total issues for the year were 355,982 volumes, the 
proportion of fiction being 62 per cent. in lending departments. The funds are 
reported to be in a healthy condition, but no balance-sheet is supplied. 


Wolverhampton. Twelfth Annual Report of the Wolverhampton 

Free Library Committee. Oct. 31st, 1881. Folio, pp. 12. 

The issues from the Lending Library during the year were 57,507 volumes—a 
decrease upon the previous year, partly due to the temporary withdrawal of 
books from circulation. The issues in the Reference Library were 5,479. The 
Committee regret that the product of the rate is inadequate to supply news- 
papers and magazines, or to provide the cost of repairs. The Report contains 
favourable accounts of the Museu and of the Evening Classes in connection with 
the Library. There are no financial details. 


Victoria. Report of the Trustees of the Public Library, 
Museums, and National Gallery of Victoria, with the Reports of 
the Sectional Committees for 1880, and a Statement of Income 
and Expenditure for the financial year 1879-80. Melbourne, 
1881. La. 8vo, pp. 77. , 


The library now contains 116,644 ‘‘ books and pamphlets” (it is not stated 
whether the estimate is as to volumes or to works), showing an increase of 3,436 ; 
and the sum expended in 1880 for books and binding was £2,169 4s. 11d. . 5,877 
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volumes were lent to twenty-four towns, on the system explained at the Con- 
ference of Librarians by the late Sir Redmond Barry. The Library Committee 
contemplate the publication of a shelf-catalogue for public use, and the classified 
index to the catalogue is well advanced towards completion. As an indication 
of their policy in the selection of books, ‘‘the Committee propose to keep the 
supply in each department equal to the requirements of the day ; and, in cases 
where such special knowledge is not available, they propose, from time to time, 
to obtain reports from experts on particular subjects.” 





NOTICES OF BIBLIOGRAPHIES. 


The London Catalogue of Periodicals, Newspapers, and Transac- 
tions of Various Societies; with alist of Metropolitan Printing 
Societies and Clubs for 1882. Forty-first annul edition. London: 
Longmans, 1882. 8vo, pp. 16 and cover. Price 1s. 


Considering the age of this periodical, it is nearly time to make it more com- 
plete and satisfactory. ‘There are several obvious errors and omissions in the list 
of printing societies, and the Library Association fails to find a place among 
those societies which publish transactions, 


The University Library: Papers contributed to the Cambridge 
University Gazette, 1869, by Henry Bradshaw, Librarian of the 
University. Cambridge: Macmillan and Bowes, 1881. 8vo, 
pp. 30 and one unnumbered. Price 1s. 


No. 6 of the Memoranda on bibliographical and other subjects already pub- 
lished by our distinguished President. Mr. Bradshaw laments the dearth of 
materials for the history of the Cambridge University Library ; all the documents 
which exist in the University Registry concerning the Library have been col- 
lected and arranged by Dr. Luard, who has printed a calendar of them. Mr. 
Bradshaw’s brief record is a model of how library history ought to be written ; 
the plain story of the rise and growth of the Library being told without un- 
necessary digressions and without the introduction of tedious lists of accessions. 


Catalogue of Romances of Chivalry, Novels, Tales, Allegorical 
Romances, &c., from the Age of Homer to the Seventeenth Cen- 
tury, offered for sale by Bernard Quaritch. London, February, 
1882. 8vo, pp. 612 to 784 and wrapper. 


Apart from the fact of its containing a great number of valuable books, this 
catalogue is interesting on account of its excellent method of classification, which, 
with a number of subdivisions, consists of the following sections :—1. Literary 
History of Fiction; 2. Fables, Epilogues; 8. Ancient Greek and Roman Fic- 
tions; 4, Alexander Romances ; 5. Romances of Chivalry ; 6. German and Norse 
Romances; 7. Novels; 8, Allegorical Romances; 9. Grotesque Stories, Jest 
Books; 10. National Legends, Folk Tales; 11. Popular Ballads and Songs ; 
12. Heroic and Burlesque Epics, Romantic Poems; 18. Appendix, containing 
Chronicles of Chivalry, Marvellous Travels, &c. The catalogue contains the 
results of some remarkable discoveries connected with the literary genealogy of the 
romances of chivalry ; many of the sections are provided with descriptive intro- 
ductions; and there are, besides, a great number of interesting notes. From a 
literary point of view this is perhaps one of the most noteworthy catalogues which 
any bookseller has ever issued, and Mr. Quaritch is to be complimented on being 
able to command the services of the accomplished scholar and bibliographer who 
has compiled what is really animportant contribution to the literary history of 
fiction. 
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Catalogue ef Books published by Houghton Mifflin, and Co., 
Boston. The Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1882. 8vo, pp. 64 
and cover. 

This catalogue deserves a notice on account of the elegance of its * get up;”” it 
is beautifully printed on toned paper, and includes woodcuts of the prineipal authors 
whose works it describes. Messrs. Houghton, Mifflin and Co. have one of the 
largest publishing establishments in America ; oyr member, Mr. Henry Stevens, 
is their English agent. 


Jahresberichte der Geschichtswissenschaft, im Auftrage der His- 
torischen Gesellschaft zu Berlin; herausgegeben von Dr. F. 
Abraham, Dr. J. Hermann, Dr. Edm. Meyer. II. Jahrgang, 
1879. Berlin: HK. S. Mittler und Sohn, 1881. 8vo, pp. x., 134, 

301, 295 

> =e Ue 
This is, to all intents and purposes, a yearly bibliography, with critical notices, 
of the histerical literature of all countries, arranged geographically. It is carried 
out with remarkable carefulness and completeness ; the only thing with which to 
find fault is the brevity of the titles of the books, &e., noticed. Librarians will 
read with much interest a chapter on Paleography by Prof. Dr. W. Wattenbach, 
and one of equal importance on Diplomatics by Prof. H. Bresslau, 


Bibliographie Nationale. Dictionnaire des écrivains belges et 
catalogue de leurs publications, 1830-1880, L° et 2° livraisons ; 
A—Capitaine. Bruxelles: P. Weissenbruch, 1882. 8vo, pp. 192. 
Price 5s. 

Anonymous books and publications of societies, &e., are also comprised in 
this important national work. Each title is transcribed at length, together with 
the number of pages and price of the publication. Sullicient biographical in- 
formation is given to identify each author. 

Recréations Bibliographiques. Par Loudolphe de Vermond. 
Paris: Dentu, 1882. Sm. 8vo, pp. 186. Price 2s. 61. 

A small treatise on homonymous bibliography, of no practical value. Its 
object is to show that a great number of Frenchmen, mostly contemporary, 
have had predecessors of the same name who have also written books, often of a 
very different tendency to those of the later owners of the name. Thus there 
was another Zola, at the end of the eighteenth century, who wrote a treatise on 
Predestination, and a history of Pelagianism; and the brilliant journalist, 
Alfred Assollant, had a homonym in the author of ‘*Recherches sur la rate,” 
1801, ‘ 

Almanach des traditions populaires. Premitre année, 1882. Par 
KE. Rolland. Paris: Maisonneuve et C", 1882. Sm. 8vo, 
pp. 144. Price 4s. 

Contains ‘‘ adresses de folkloristes,” and a bibliography for 1881. 
Bibliographie des plaquettes romantiques. Par Ch. Nauroy. Paris : 

Charavay Fréres, 1882. Sm. 8vo. Price 6s. 

Only 250 copies printed. 

Bibliographie des impressions microscopiques. Par Ch. Nauroy. 
Paris: Charavay Fréres, 1882. Sm. 8vo, pp viii.—-125. Price 6s. 


Only 250 copies printed. The author claims to be the first in the field after a 
short sketch by M. Louis Mohr (‘‘ Miscellanées Bibl.” 1878), and is therefore 
unacquainted with the essay on the subject by our member, Mr. W. E. A. Axon. 
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Livres perdus: essai bibliographique sur les livres devenus introuv- 
ables. Par Philomneste Junior [Gustave Brunet]. Bruxelles : 
Gay et Doucet, 1882. Sm. 8vo. Price 5s. 

The volumes described by M. Brunet are not in every instance ‘‘ lost books.” 
Many of them beiong to that class which booksellers delight in calling ‘‘ almost 
unique.”’ This is the second edition of a work which first appeared in 1873 ; it 
contains about 500 titles, with references and bibliographical notes. 


Our cataloguing rules, as revised at the London meeting, have 
been translated into German in the February number of Petzholdt’s 
Anzeiger. 

The new vart of the ‘“‘ Anecdota Oxoniensia” contains “ The 
English Manuscripts of the Nicomachean Ethics described in rela- 
tion to Bekker’s Manuscripts and other sources, by J. A. Stewart.” 


Messrs. Houghton, Mifflin and Co., of Boston, have brought out 
a complete analytical index to the works of Nathaniel Hawthorne. 


In the March number of the Journal of Education appears a list 
of over 300 historical novels and tales, grouped geographically 
and chronologically by Mr. H. Courthorpe Bowen. This is an 
attempt at what has been already done in a very complete manner 
by our member, Mr. Justin Winsor, in his Catalogue of Historical 
Fiction in the Boston Public Library. 

It is proposed to include the formation of a complete collection 
of books relating to hygiene and the preservation of life generally, 
in connexion with the Hygienic and Life-saving Apparatus Exhi- 
bition, which will be opened at Berlin on the 15th of May next. 


The fourth part of the second part of the Catalogue of the Latin 
Manuscripts of the Royal Library at Munich has lately been 
issued. 

M. Olivier Barbier, Conservateur-Adjoint Honoraire of the 
Bibliothéque Nationale, died at Paris on the 5th February, aged 
76 years. The late M. Olivier was part editor of the third edition 
of his father’s ‘‘ Dictionnaire des Ouvrages Anonymes.” 


Mr. William Andrews, Hon. Secretary of the Hull Literary 
Club, is preparing for the press a work which will include a history 
of typography from the fifteenth century to modern times. 


The greater part of the valuable Oriental library of the late 
Count Noér (Prince Frederic C. C. A. Schleswig-Holstein-August- 
enburg) has been left to the Cambridge University Library, the 
remainder having been bequeathed to the Bibliothtque Nationale. 
Count Noér resided many years in this country, and was for two 
years a student at Cambridge. 

A notice appears in the Revue Critique, of February 20, of the 
late M. Charles Graux, the distinguished paleographer, who died at 
Paris on the 13th of January, 1882, aged 29 years. 
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M. Victor Chauvin is preparing a continuation and completion of 


Schnurrer’s “ Bibliotheca Arabica,” the well-known Arabic biblio- 


graphy which came out in 1811. 


Students of paleography will do well to supply themselves with 
“‘Facsimili di antichi manoscritti per uso delle scuole di filologia 
neolatina ; publicati da Ernesto Monaci,” of which the first part 
can now be procured, price 12s. 

In the Intermédiaire for the 10th of Jan., M. Maurice Tourneux 
asks the meaning of the term bureau bibliopographique. The word 
is not to be found in any dictionary, and although the etymology 
of bibliopographique would seem to hint at a bookseller’s cataloguing 
desk, this is not the meaning of the object to which the designa- 
tion has been attached by M. Edmond de Goncourt (Maison Gun 
Artiste au XIX siécle, 7, 312). Here the term was applied to a 
sort of secrétaire, which was among the effects of the Maréchal Duc 
de Duras, sold on the 23rd of December, 1789. 


The excessively rare first edition of the “ Boke of St. Albans of 
Dame Juliana Berners,” printed at St. Albans by the anonymous 
schoolmaster printer in 1486, has recently been reproduced in 
facsimile by our member, Mr. William Blades, who discusses the 
typographical and other peculiarities of the work in an interesting 
introduction. The Littlecote copy (from which this facsimile was 
taken) was sold at Christie’s, on March 8, to Mr. Quaritch, for six 
hundred guineas. This copy had two corners in facsimile as well 
as two whole leaves, and belonged to the late Mr. F. L. Popham. 
Another copy, quite perfect (with the exception of one corner), has 
recently been discovered in the Earl of Devon’s library by Sir G. 
W. Dasent. 


NOTES AND QUERIES. 

Lost Booxs.—Mr. Gomme’s reference to the Journal of the 
Archeological Association was quite correct, but the passage is 
misquoted in the Bibliographer. It should commence “ Ireculphus, 
Bishop of Lisieux,” &c. This makes matters worse, however. It 
is scarcely necessary to verify the statement in Freculf, as his 
chronicle was written about the year 830, and to quote him about 
a fact in the life of Edward the Confessor, who reigned between 
1043-66, is only pertinent as an instance of historical prophecy. 
Nor is the pseudo-Ingulf any better authority; but no one who 
knows anything of literary history believes in a Greek Aisop 
translated by King Alfred. Had Mr. Gomme wanted a good 
example of a lost book, instead of referring to incredible stories 
told by impossible witnesses, why did he not mention the well- 
known Handbook of Alfred, which actually did exist >—P. Q. 

Before seeking how to become perplexed about my blunders, it 
would have been better if “A Perplexed Librarian” had avoided 
another “achievement creditable to English bibliography.” He 
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clearly does not know the difference between the transactions of the 
Archeological Institute and those of the Archeological Association. 
If he had referred to the latter publication at the correct reference 
(xxiii., 136), as given in my letter to the Bibliographer, he would 
have found that a printer’s error had made me say “ Ingulphus” 
instead of “‘Freculphus.” Mr. Planché is the authority I quoted. 
He uses the evidence of Freculphus upon the question of Edward 
the Confessor having translated Aisop, and refers to the statement 
of Ingulphus as to Alfred having translated it. No one doubts 
that Ingulpbus is a late forgery, but even a forgery is useful in 
throwing light upon a genuine authority ; and this is the spirit in 
which I accepted Mr. Planché’s statement. I will now make an 
admission to ‘‘ A Perplexed Librarian.” I ought to have tested the 
accuracy of Mr. Planché, good authority as he is. He is wrong as 
to Freculphus, who lived, not in the eleventh, but in the ninth 
century. The fact is, however, Mr. Planché’s paper is the famous 
one on the Bayeux tapestry; and, knowing this had been used by 
Freeman and the best authorities, [ did not stay to test its accuracy 
on the point now in question; especially as the “truly remarkable 
story of a Greek Aisop,” translated in early English times, does 
not depend wholly on the authority of the Chroniclers. In con- 
clusion, may I ask how my blunder invalidates the value of the 
idea of registering lost books P—G. L. Gommr. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Extineorsnine Ligurs in Punic Liprarizs. 

Sin,—The extinguishing of lights in public libraries is not only 
a source of annoyance to the officials, but is sometimes fraught 
with danger to frequenters of such institutions, and therefore ought 
to be checked as much as possible. 

We have not escaped this annoyance in our new home. A short 
time ago an offender in this respect was detected. We were afraid 
that, as there was no bye-law dealing with such an offence, the 
offender would go unpunished. However, proceedings were taken 
against him on the charge of extinguishing a public lamp, and a 
conviction was obtained. 

By giving publicity to this, library authorities may be guided in 
their endeavours to suppress these annoyances. 

Tan, &c., 
J. Porrer Briscor. 

Free Public Library, University College, Nottingham. 


P.S.—I will forward a printed “Caution” to any fellow-librarian 
who expresses a desire for one. 


London: TRUBNER & CO., Ludgate Hill. 
Single Numbers, Threepence each. Annual Subscription, 
post free, 3s. Od. 























